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upon certain standard patterns for their apparatus, and it may con-
fidently be anticipated that many of these will survive a longer period.
Faulty devices and designs have been weeded out, and there are
lessons of the past as well as theoretical considerations to guide the
inventor of a new type of generator. On these grounds, therefore, an
attempt has now been made to give brief descriptions, with sectional
views, of a number of the generators now on the market in Great
Britain. Moreover, as the first edition of this book found many
readers in other countries, in several of which there is greater scope
for the use of acetylene, it has been decided to describe also a few
typical or widely used foreign generators. All the generators described
must stand or fall on their merits, which cannot be affected by any
opinion expressed by the authors. In. the descriptions, which in the
first instance have generally been furnished by the manufacturers of
the apparatus, no attempt has therefore been made to appraise the
particular generators, and comparisons and eulogistic comments have
been excluded. The descriptions, however, would nevertheless
have been somewhat out of place in the body of this book ; they
have therefore been relegated to a special Appendix. It has, of course,
been impossible to include the generators of all even of the English
manufacturers, and doubtless many trustworthy ones have remained
unnoticed. Many firms also make other types of generators in ad-
dition to those described. It must not be assumed that because a
particular make of generator is not mentioned it is necessarily faulty.
The apparatus described may bo regarded as typical or well known, and
wo-kablc, but it is not by reason of its inclusion vouched for in any
other respect by the authors. Tho Appendix is intended, not to bias
or modify the judgment of tho would-be purchaser of a generator, but
merely to assist him in ascertaining what generators there are now on
the market.
The observations on tho selection of a generator which follow, as
well as any references in other chapters to the same matter, have boon
made without regard to particular apparatus of which a description
may (or may not) appear in tho Appendix. With this premise, it may
be stated that the intending purchaser should regard the mechanism
of a generator as shown in a sectional view or on inspection of tho ap-
paratus itself. If tho generator is simple- in construction, he should bo
able to understand its method of working at a glance, and by referring
it to the type (vide. Chapter III.) to which it belongs, be able to appraise
its utility from a chemical and physical aspect from what has already
been said. If the generator is too complicated for ready understanding
of its mode of working, it is not unlikely to prove too complicated to
behave well in practice. Not less important than tho mechanism of a
generator is good construction from the mochanical point of view,